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2- Comparative Theology 
Differences between the Catholic and Orthodox Churches 

Objective: 
 To learn the history of the separation of the Catholic Church from the rest of the churches. 
 To understand the differences between the Orthodox and the Catholic Church. 

Memory verse: 
“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth” (Ephesians 6:14). 

References: 
 The Holy Sacraments of the Coptic Orthodox Church - Sami R. Hanna, 

Edited by Peter Brownfield 1995, Los Angeles, CA. 
 The precious pearls in the explanation of the church rites, Vol. 2 - Fr. Youhana Salama. 

Introduction: 
For the first 450 years the church was essentially one. Five historic Patriarchal centers-Jerusalem, 

Antioch, Rome, Alexandria and Constantinople; formed a cohesive whole and were in full 
communion with each other. An important division took place in 45l AD during the council of 
Chalcedon. Then, in 1054 AD, the Roman Patriarch pulled away from the other four, pursuing his 
long-developing claim of universal headship of the church. 

Lesson Outline: 
I. Disclaimer 

 Catholic Church is apostolic 
 Practice the sacraments 
 One of the original 5 Christian sees of the early church 
 We are more similar than we are different 
 Not intended to be an attack on the church 
 Simply analyzing teaching and dogma in light of: 

a) Scripture 
b) Fathers 
c) Church tradition 

 We are called to identify false teachers 
a) (Matthew 7:15) “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 

inwardly they are ravenous wolves”. 
b) (2 Peter 2:1) “But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will 

be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 
denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction”. 

c) (1 John 4:1) “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are 
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of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world”. 
d) (2 Thessalonians 2:15) “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which 

you were taught, whether by word or our epistle”. 
e) (Galatians 1:8) “But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to 

you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed”. 
f) (Galatians 1:9) “As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any 

other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed”. 
 We are judging the teaching and not the people. 

II. Supremacy of St. Peter 
A. Primacy of honor not of authority 

 Rome insists that all Christian Churches should submit to the Catholic Pope. 
a) No reconciliation until this first step is taken. 
b) No authority over other bishops. 
c) Nowhere in Scripture do we see St. Peter taking decisions on his own. 

B. First among equals 
 In the early church all were equal with different areas of jurisdiction. 
 St. Peter is certainly the foremost among the disciples, but again only in honor. 

a) Spoke on behalf of the Apostles. 
b) Mentioned first in all the list of the Apostles in Scripture. 
c) “...As having precedence in honor, he (Peter) always begins the discourse. But observe 

how Peter does everything with common consent; nothing imperiously (domineering, 
dictatorial).” (St. John Chrysostom). 

III. Papal Infallibility 
 Became dogma in 1870’s under Pope Pious. 

A. Misunderstood verses 
 (Matthew 16:18) “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 
 (Matthew 16:19) “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

B. Rock of Faith 
 The rock to which Christ alluded is the rock of faith, the proclamation that He is the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God. 
C. Could not mean flesh and blood 

 (Colossians 3:10) “According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master 
builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he 
builds on it”. 

a) (1 Corinthians 3:11) “For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ”. 
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b) (Ephesians 2:20) “Having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone”. 

c) (1 Corinthians 10:4) “And all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that 
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ”. 

d) (Matthew 7:24) “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will 
liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock”. 

D. John 21:15-16 
 “So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ’Simon, son of Jonah, do you 

love Me more than these?’ He said to Him, ’Yes, Lord; You know that I love You’. He said to 
him, ’Feed My lambs’. He said to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 
Me?’ He said to Him, ’Yes, Lord; You know that I love You’. He said to him, ’Tend My 
sheep’. He said to him the third time, ’Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’ Peter was 
grieved because He said to him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’ And he said to Him, ‘Lord, 
You know all things; You know that I love You’. Jesus said to him, ‘Feed My sheep’”. 

a) Here Christ restores St. Peter’s apostleship. 
b) Three times in the same way he denied Him. 

E. St. Peter in Scripture 
 Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15:4-35) 

a) St. Peter was simply one of the attendees. 
b) St. James led the council and arrived at the conclusion. 

 Rebuked sharply by St. Paul (Galatians 2:11-14) 
c) Clearly St. Paul did not consider St. Peter his superior. 

 Apostles sent Peter and John (Acts 8:14) 
d) If Peter were the superior, he would be doing the sending. 

IV. Purgatory 
A. Temporary place 

 Soul is purified 
 Cleansed of sin 
 Believers on earth pray for these souls 

B. History 
 Idea started in 1215 at Latran council 
 1274 at Leon council 
 1431 at Florence 
 1545-1563 at Trent council (became official Church position) 

C. Justification 
 (1 Corinthians 3:15) “If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be 

saved, yet so as through fire.” Refers to the service and the work of ministers, not concerning 
punishment and judgment. 
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D. Response 
 Many verses clearly indicate that God forgave all our sins through the Blood of Christ. 
  Most suitable candidate for Purgatory was the right-hand thief, he went to Paradise. 

V. Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 
A. Claim 

 The Virgin must have been born without sin in order to give birth to the Son of God. 
B. Response 

 Only person born without sin was Christ. 
 (Luke 1:46) “And Mary said: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God 

my Savior”. 
a) St. Mary herself claims she is in need of a Savior. 
b) If she were born without sin she would not need salvation. 
c) Holy Spirit overshadowed her and prepared her body and soul to bear the Word of God. 
d) (Romans 5:12) “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death 

through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned”. 

VI. Procession of the Holy Spirit (Filioque) 
A. Change to the Creed 

 Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
B. Background 

 Leo III, Pope of Rome: Engraved creed on two tablets of silver with the following inscription: 
“I, Leo, have put up these tablets for the love and preservation of the Orthodox faith”. 

C. Problems 
 Makes the Holy Spirit a lesser Person of the Trinity. 
 Implies two origins rather than One (the Father). 

D. Response 
 Clause was added without authority of an ecumenical council. 
 Rome acted alone without consent of other bishops. 
 (John 15:26) “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me”. 
 (John 16:7) “Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 

not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you”. 

VII. Lesser Differences 
A. Facing East 

 Face any direction 
a) East has special significance. 
b) Christ was born in the east. 
c) The Magi came from the east. 
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d) The star rose from the east. 
e) Paradise was in the east. 
f) Christ’s Second Coming will be from the east. 
g) Sun rises in the east; Christ is the sun of righteousness Who shines His light on us we 

who sit in the darkness and shadow of death. 
h) Virgin Mary was likened to a gate facing the east (Ezekiel 44:1). 

B. Baptism by Immersion and not sprinkling 
 Christ came up out of the water (Matthew 3:16). 
 Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:38-39). 
 Baptism is death with Christ. 
 Baptism is a new birth; birth means one body coming out of another body. 
 Greek word means to dye. 

C. Divorce 
 Catholics do not permit divorce under any circumstances, even in cases of adultery. 

a) (Matthew 19:9) “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is 
divorced commits adultery.” 

D. Eucharist 
 Catholics stopped adding yeast to the bread 

a) Yeast represents sin. 
b) Christ bore the sin of the world. 

 Catholics do not commune the Blood, only the Body. 

Conclusion: 
 Although there are some differences in believes between the orthodox and the Catholic 

Church, the love and respect we have to all Christians remain a unifying power toward 
resolution of the differences in the future. 

Applications: 
 Search for the major similarities between the two churches. 
 Search for facts around the history of the separation of the Catholic Church. 


