
Lesson 3 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 
 

 Known with different names such as “The Millenniral Down”, “The International Bible 
Students Association”, etc. 

 From the name of its founder, they are called Russelites. 
 They took the name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” basing on the text of Isaiah 43:12. 
 They use modern skills of publicity and propaganda and missionary fervor. 

 
Origin 

1. Founder – Charles Taze Russel of Pennsylvania, USA; Born in 1852 
2. In 1884 he founded “Zion’s Watch Tower Society”. 
3. Published the magazine “Watch Tower” and published many other documents “Studies 

in the Scriptures”. 
 
History 

1. His teachings exported to other parts of the world, England, China, Turkey, India and 
African Nations. 

2. Russel died in 1916 and Rutherford led the witness. 
3. The sect was banned in many countries such as Northern and Southern Rhodesia, New 

Zealand and Australia because the adherents refused the duties of citizenship. 
4. Main reason for their spread and growth is their autocratic and hierarchic type of 

organization. 
5. Managed and administered of modern international business. 
6. Every member is found to work for the sect by distribution of the publication door to 

door. 
 
Teaching 

1. They are modern counterpart of the ancient Arian heretics. 
2. It is doubtful that we can call them Christians.  They deny most of the important 

doctrines of Christian Church. 
3. They share features of fundamentalists when they take Bible as their sole authority. 
4. They use their own version of the Bible that they rendered to suit their views. 
5. They have many things in common with the Adventist Group. 
6. There are two main characteristics of their teaching. 

a. Their doctrine is based on an arbitrary selection of texts from the scriptures.  But 
the main body of the teaching of Jesus and His apostles is either evaded or 
perverted. 

b. Their doctrine is largely based on obscurities of such apocalyptic books as Daniel 
and Revelations. 

 



Main Errors 
1. They deny the doctrine of Trinity.  In this they stand with other Unitarians. 
2. Christological Heresis 

a. Like the Arians of 4th Century, Russelites assert that Son of God is a created 
being.  So he is not equal with the father, nor co-eternal. 

b. Also Jesus is not a combination of two natures, human and divine. 
c. Before birth Jesus was an angelic being.  But during the days of his flesh, he was 

an ordinary fallible mortal. 
d. At his resurrection he was given the honor of divinity; but not a physical 

resurrection. 
e. He is now purely spirit –being, described as “the chief Executive Officer of 

Jehovah”. 
f. The Witnesses do not believe that the redeeming work of Christ was completed 

on the cross or that who have faith in Him are saved from sins and inherit 
eternal life. 

3. Eschatalogical Heresy 
a. Russel prophesied that the final end of the world would be in 1914.  When that 

was proved false, they later declared that Christ did return in 1914 and the 
gentile nations were over-thrown in the same year. 

b. They have a set limit of those who would be taken into heaven as 14,000 and 
the number was completed in 1931.  The remaining is the Jonadab group or the 
people of good will. 

4. About Death and Condition of Souls 
a. They claim that all men are destroyed at death, but that all dead will be raised 

again and given second chance a the second Advent of Christ. 
b. They forget the fact that departed souls are alive and conscious; the faithful 

departed are with Christ. 
5. Their Other – Worldly Nature 

a. They claim that they belong to the Kingdom of Jehovah (Kingdom Hall) and have 
no loyalty or responsibility to any earthly Kingdom or civil governments. 

b. They refuse to serve in military or pay homage to national flags. 
6. Hatred towards Established Churches and Ecclesiastical polity. 

a. They look upon the established Churches as satanic creation and condemn the 
priestly orders of the Church. 

b. Rutherford wrote “the ecclesiastical systems, Catholic and Protestant are under 
the supervision and control of the Devil and from a part of his visible 
organization therefore constitute anti-christ. 

 
Conclusion 

1. As fathers assembled in Nicea in 325 AD, condemned the Arian heresy, we do condemn 
its modern counter-part “Jehovah’s Witnesses”. 

2. The Church should learn from the strategy of this sect.  Their success is mainly due to 
clarity of thought and simplicity of expression in untechnical language. 

3. Their members take study in Bible seriously, though erroneously. 
4. Every member becomes a propagandist and use up-to-date methods and programs. 

 
 


