
Lesson 2 
Pentecostalism 

 
What is Pentecostalism? 

 They are not all homogenous groups, but with varying features and individual 
characteristics. 

 Is not a church, but a movement growing within the circle of fundamentalism. 

 20th Century movement that originated on April 9, 1906 in Los Angeles, 
California. 

 It soon spread to South America and Britain and now all over the world. 

 Known to have different names like Assemblies of God, Church of God, 
Pentecostal Holiness Church, Indian Pentecostal Church and others. 

 Some of them permit no Christian Literature except the Bible. 
 Most of these have little or no fellowship with other Christians. 

 
Main features of their teaching: 

1. Unction of the Holy Spirit and Glossolalia (Glossa = tongue and lalia = talking) 
2. Faith Healing and Exorcism 
3. The Insistence on Personal Testimony 
4. Missionary Fervor 
5. Free Worship Catering to the Emotions 
6. Bible-centered Christianity 

 
What are the Errors of Pentecostalism? 

1. They reject the teaching authority of the Church 
2. Closing eyes to the World problems 
3. Pentecostalism is notoriously divisive and there are innumerable break-aways. 
4. Speaking in Tongues 

 
St. Paul makes the following observations: 
1. Speaking in tongues is a Charisma, a gift of the spirit (1 Cor. 12:10,30) 
2. It is wrong to give undue importance to this gift.  He gave more prominence to 

prophecy than to tongues and urged Christians to seek both love and prophecy. 
He never urged them to see the gift of tongues. 

3. He makes vivid contrast between prophecy and tongues (14:1-6) 
a. Speaking in tongues is directed to God. 
b. It does not edify anyone else, and the Church does not benefit by it. 
c. Prophecy does benefit the Church and is therefore to be preferred. 
d. Tongues are a sign not for believers, but for unbelievers. 
e. Everything that goes on in Church must be intelligible, not chaotic, must 

be regulated and orderly. 
f. Speaking in tongues should not be encouraged in the assemblies of 

worship. 
g. Nowhere in St. Paul’s writing is it ever implied that every Christian will be 

able to speak in tongues. (See Cor. 12:8-10) 
 


