
12th Grade Exam Preparation 
 

THE CHURCH 
1. What does Apostolic mean? Apostolic lineage? 

2. What is Orthodox?  Orthodox parish? 

3. What does “catholic” mean in the reference, One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic mean? 

4. What is ONE church? 

5. What is a Christian Church? 

Sample short answer questions 

1. Respond to the following statement: “Anyone who is not part of the One True Church is going to 

hell” 

2. How can you justify the following statement: “The Orthodox Church is the One, Holy, Catholic 

and Apostolic Church on earth” 

3. Explain the following statement:  “Everything in the parish and everything about it must be holy 

because God and Christ are holy” 

4. In what way does Tradition impact our life in the church? 

5. How should we treat others that are non-Orthodox, whether family or friends (try to discuss the 

relationship between Truth, witness to Truth, humility and love)? 

6. Explain St. John Chrysostom’s interpretation of the Parable of the Good Samaritan from the 

Gospel according to St. Luke 10:30-37 (Who is the beaten-up person? Who is the Samaritan? 

Who is the innkeeper? What is the inn? What is healing?) 

7. How does the church fathers’ understanding of “Church as hospital” affect our relationships and 

attitudes towards one another in the Church? 

HOLY TRINITY 
1. How does Father, Son and Holy Spirit relate? 

2. Does the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have ONE will or three wills? 

3. Are Father, Son and Holy Spirit three gods or one? 

4. Does all self-identifying Christians believe in the Holy Trinity? 

5. Where there any time where the Son of God didn’t exist? 

6. Where in the Old Testament can we find the passages about God (Father), Word (Son) and 

Spirit? 

7. Holy Trinity was NOT revealed to mankind at the time of:  (incarnation, Baptism of Christ, 

Transfiguration or Crucifixion) 

8. What is the “doctrine of the filioque” mean? 

9. How many times can an Orthodox Christian be baptized? 

10. What is Chrismation? 

11. By what Sacrament does one become member of an Orthodox Church? 

12. What does frequent participation in the Holy Eucharist provide us? 

13. Does the Orthodox Church recognize nine mysteries as sacraments? 



14. Is the Sacrament of Anointing the Sick for both physical and spiritual healing and can be taken 

number of times? 

15. Is it true that according to the Orthodox understanding, sacramentality is the very nature of the 

new creation in Christ? 

16. Is it true for Orthodox Christians, the Holy Eucharist is the body and blood of Jesus Christ? 

 

Sample short answer questions 

1. How should the doctrine of the Holy Trinity impact our daily lives (think about diversity, unity, 

mutual love, personal will, self-sacrifice)? 

2. Can you explain the analogy of “sun” (sun, heat, light) or a “person” (brain, words, breath) can 

help explain the distinction and the unity of the Holy Trinity? (choose either “sun” or “person”) 

3. Describe the Orthodox understanding of the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Describe how this 

differs from any other Christian denomination.  Include in your response such things as the 

purpose of baptism, understanding of ‘being born again’ and why the Church has the practice of 

baptizing infants. 

4. Explain the Orthodox Church’s teaching on Sacrament of Holy Confession.  Include in your 

response such things as the Orthodox understanding of sin, purpose of confession, why 

confession is done in the presence of a priest, and the concept of healing. 

PRAYERS, MISSION, VOCATION, ETC. 
1. Know about Great Fast (Lent) 

2. Know about Shubqono or the “Service of Reconciliation” 

3. What is the Orthodox understanding of vocation? 

4. Which churches belong to the Oriental Orthodox family? 

5. What is the Orthodox understanding of the saints? 

6. What is the Orthodox understanding of missions? 

7. What is the concept of Theosis? 

8. Who is the person that spread the heresy that St. Mary was not the Mother of God? 

9. What does the term “Jesus Christ” mean? 

10. Know about the day of the Pentecost 

11. What is the feast of the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus Christ (January 6) known as? 

12. St. Mary is the Theotokos because? 

13. Is it true that God forces or compels humans to follow and love Him? 

14. Is the Shehimo (daily Prayers) meant to strengthen our communion with God and help us 

develop a desire to pray throughout the day? 

15. Does the Shehimo (daily prayers) include seven times of prayer for the seven days of the week? 

16. Is Synergy the cooperation of the Christian individual efforts with the help of the grace of God 

that transforms us to perfection? 

Sample short answer questions 

1. How dow we understand the life of the departed and the role they play in our lives? (why do we 

venerate the Saints? Why do we seek their intercession? Explain the special place that we give 

to St. Mary and why do we do so?) 

2. Why does and Orthodox Christian affirm “I was saved, I am being saved, and I will be saved”? 



3. How can we reconcile modern scientific theories of evolution and the creation of the world 

recorded in Genesis 1 (think about the purpose of the Genesis account, cultural context within 

which Genesis was written, establishment of monotheism and dignity of the human)? 

4. Write the Nicene Creed 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING PRAYERS 
1. Lord, who sittest in the secret place of the Most High, shelter us beneath the shadow of the 

wings of they mercy, and have compassion upon us…………………………………………………..……………. 

By the prayers of St. Mary, they Mother, and of all thy Saints, O God, forgive us our debts, and 

have mercy upon us. Amen 

2. Holy Father, guard us by Your Sacred Name,   …………………………………………………………………………….. 

Your divine wings, at all times, Forever. Amen. 

SYRIAC OR GREEK WORD MEANINGS 
1. Hosho vab kul zban l’olmeen (Syriac) 

2. Barekmor (Syriac) 

3. Shlomo (Syriac) 

4. Kurielaison (Greek) 

5. Moriyo rahem alain vuadarain (Syriac) 

6. Aboon (Syriac) 

7. Evangelion (Greek) 

8. Stouman Kalos (Greek) 

9. Episcopa (Greek) 

10. Shubaho l’abo labro valrooho kadisho (Syriac) 

11. Other words from the samples on website 


